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and circle and flutter about each other as other
birds do when fighting.
As the condor often weighs well over sixty pounds
(ours weighed that), the force with which they
strike each other must be terrific. As they seldom
move their wings in the air, they do not give the
impression of having such phenomenal speed as
they really possess. On one occasion, when through
my mapping I happened to know the exact distance
to an adjoining ridge, a condor passed quite low
over my head. Almost before I could get my camera
ready he had reached the other ridge, over two miles
away, and yet he didn't look as if he were moving
at all.
The Indians say that if the condor is short of his
usual sort of prey, or carrion, he will, if hungry, eat
the tops of the small green herbs that grow around
the paramos.
Although our strychnine bait failed with the
condors, it was quite successful with the smaller
hawks, etc., such as the two pairs of rare curiquingi,
which we brought back and which are now in per-
fect health at the New York Zoo.
While still feeding from the bait on the trap, they .
appeared unaffected, but as soon as they were
rushed and took off to escape, they became dizzy
and fell to the ground. By making a small slit in
their crops we quickly extracted the poisoned meat;
and with the application of medicines they
recovered almost immediately.